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PGI spreads
awareness
on World

Vitiligo Day
EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH,JUNE25

ON THE occasion of World
Vitiligo Day, faculty from
PGIMER organised various
activities to spread awareness

about the disease.
Professor Y K Chawla, di-

rector PGIMER, flagged off
a rickshaw rallywith a Poster
show on vitiligo messages.

Professor Torello Lotti from
Ita$ gave a lecture on the im-
portance of earlY treatment
ofvitiligo.

An information booklet
onvitiligo was released and a

ditional Professor, DePart-
ment of Dermatologlr,
PGIMER, talked about the
importance of this new era of
vitiligo research and treat-
ment.

Ontheotherhand,DrYan
Valle, CEO of VR Founda-
tion, requested the vitiligo Pa-
tients to sign a Petition to the

Secretary- General of United
Nations to urgentlY Pursue
multilateral efforts in vitiligo
healthcare, education and

awareness.
On WednesdaY, experts

answered several queries of
patients and made them aware

about the disease. TheY said

that it does not sPread bY

touching, orcaused dueto defi-

cienry of Vitamin C or milk
products.

The Department of Der-
matology at PGI runs a sPe-

ciat clinic for vitiligo Patients
every Friday. Vitiligo affects
lVo to 4% of world's PoPula-
tion, and has huge PsYcho-so-
cial stigma attached to it.
Moreover, there are manY mis-

conceptions about this disease.

"The stigma is more se-

vere in the case of Young
women and children. There
are various myths about this
disease like unnecessary di-
etary restriction and social
stigma attached to it," ex-

perts said.
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